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Jersey in reciprocal agreement with Granville

French banking
egree course for

By Paula Thelwell

pthelwell@jerseyeveningpost.com

FRENCH-speaking Jersey stu-
dents are being offered places
on a specialist degree course
-starting in Granville next year.
And, in a proposed reciprocal
agreement with the Lycée Sevi-
gne, French students could
spend part of the two-year bank-
ing course working in Jersey.

Overseas

Education Minister Mike Vib-

ert welcomed the idea, as he-

said Education were looking for
the best courses on offer as op-
posed to the location and they
had already had talks with edu-
cation authorities overseas as
part of their review of further
‘and higher education.

‘We are reviewing our further
and higher education opportu-
nities and we’re trying to get
more opportunities for young
people wherever the courses are
on offer, and France is suitable
because it is so near,” he said.

The news was announced in
Granville on Friday at bipartite
talks between Jersey and Nor-
mandy by Alain Cousin, who
represents the  Coutances-
Granville area of La Manche in
the French National Assembly.

Mr Cousin personally cham-
pioned the new banking course,
lobbying the French Education
Minister and the president of
the Manche Regional Council to
succeed in bringing the course

to the Normandy port. The
Lycée Sevigne beat 200 colleges
across France to win the right
the run the course and Mr
Cousin and his fellow politi-
cians want Jersey to benefit.

Mr Cousin said that the
course was warmly welcomed
by the French and Island politi-
cians and businessmen who at-
tended Friday’s talks. He paid
tribute to those who had helped
to draw up plans for the study
placements at Jersey banks and
finance houses.

The international finance di-
rector in the Chief Minister’s
office, John Harris, has been
involved in talks with Mr
Cousin over the past year. He

The delegates from Jersey and Normandy outside the Granv
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said no firm commitment had
been made but there was a high
level of interest from the fi-
nance industry.

Opportunity

The opportunity to study in
Granville would be available for
French-speaking employees
working in the finance industry
or for students in full-time edu-
cation who were studying
French. The main bonus, Mr
Harris said, was that instead of
studying French in the UK, the
students would have the benefit
of living and learning in France.

‘It is essentially a French pro-
gramme but there is going to be

ille Chamber of Commerce

an opportunity for Jersey to
take part in it. There is no obli-
gation on our part — it is there if
we want to take it up,’ he said.

As for French students look-
ing for work placements in Jer-
sey as part of the course, Mr
Harris said this must not be at
the expense of Island students
wanting to gain work experi-
ence in the finance industry.

Mr Harris said one of the key
things was the opportunity for
the finance industry to benefit
from a French initiative which
could only improve business
with the French-speaking world
and increase the profile of Jer-
sey as an internationally recog-
nised reputable finance centre.



