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marshes. Finally, the memory of the Second World War and the

Normandy Landing is particularly strong in Sainte-Mère-Eglise

village and, of course, in Utah Beach.

The second stage will leave, on Sunday 3rd July, from

Saint–Lô to go to Cherbourg-en-Cotentin. Saint-Lô,

administrative capital of the County, was heavily rebuilt after

WWII and is famous for its National Stud Farm. Further on the

road, discover Coutances and its majestic cathedral, jewel of the

Norman gothic architecture. If you like nature, the north-west of

the Cotentin Peninsula offers amazing landscapes! This wild

land was home to famous people such as the painter Jean-

Francois Millet and poet Jacques Prévert whose homes are now

turned into museums. Lastly, Cherbourg, the vast harbour city,

hosts, in the old ferry terminal buildings, the great Cité de la Mer

Museum, with a real submarine open to visit: le Redoutable!

The third and final stage in la Manche County will start on

Monday 4th July from Granville. The competitors will leave

Normandy to go to Angers, but you can linger a little bit longer

in La Manche. In Granville (aptly nicknamed “Monaco of the

North”), you can visit the Christian Dior Museum located in the

Dior family home, and also enjoy a seaside stroll in the Plat

Gousset promenade. In Villedieu, home of the copper industry

and arts and crafts, discover the history of the city linked to the

Order of Malta and visit the bell-making factory or one of the

numerous craftsmen workshops in town. 

In your agenda, please note that on June 8th; Mr Julienne,

President of Maison de Normandie will unveil the windows

dedicated to the Grand Départ, he will also present the stages in

Normandy.

It seemed essential that our Channel Islands neighbours can

be part of this glorious event. That is why the ferry company

Manche îles Express planned extra-long day trips from Jersey to

Granville for the three stages as well as “L’Etape du Grand

Départ”, the Cyclo that will be held on the first stage roads on

June 26th. Registration on : http://www.tourdefrance-

manche.co.uk/registration-etape-grand-depart/  Contact

Manches îles Express for more information on the crossings on

880 756 or www.manche-iles.com/en/

If you would like to receive Maison de Normandie’s monthly

newsletter about events and festivals in Normandy, please send

us an email info@maisondenormandie.com or become a friend

on Facebook: ‘MNMJersey’.
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